SCHOOL BUS DANGER ZONES
Annually across the United States, an average of 12 children lose their lives in the School Bus Danger Zone.
Each loss of life is a tragedy and the loss affects the lives of parents, family, friends, school officials, teachers
and so many more. These were tragedies that didn’t have to happen. The goal of our transportation department is to ensure no Laurel County students lose their lives because of the Danger Zone.
Danger Zones are the areas around the bus where there is limited or no visibility, and where a child is in most
danger of getting hurt or killed. The three main danger zones are: (1) immediately in front of the bus; (2) the
passenger side of the bus; and (3) behind the bus.
While school buses are the safest form of transportation for students, students must use caution when entering
or exiting a bus. To ensure we keep our students safe, we ask that each parent, grandparent, relative, guardian
and loved one take a few minutes to review the following steps with their students:
1. All areas close to the bus are Danger Zones. Students should NEVER go into these zones except when
loading and unloading. Students should wait at least 10 feet from the curb and not approach the bus until it
comes to a complete stop and the door is opened.
2. Students should arrive at their bus stop at least five (5) minutes before the bus is scheduled to arrive.
3. There should be NO horseplay, pushing, shoving or running when the bus is arriving, waiting or leaving.
4. Students should NEVER pick up anything dropped near the wheels, under the bus or in front of the bus. If
something is dropped, the driver should be told and the student will be given instructions on what to do.
5. Students should NEVER run after the bus and NEVER bang on the side of the bus.
6. Students must walk 10 feet straight away from the bus when they exit, and then turn in the direction they
wish to go.
7. Students who cross the street must walk 10 steps ahead of the bus before turning to cross. The student is
not to cross the street until the driver gives them an “OKAY” signal that it is safe to cross. Students should
still look left and right before crossing.
8. Parents should look for and remove strings hanging off of students’ jackets and backpacks.
9. When on the bus, students should remain seated, face forward and talk softly.
10. There is to be no eating, drinking, dipping or smoking on the bus. E-cigarettes are not to be used.
11. The bus driver is in charge at all times and has the authority to assign seats.
As a reminder to those that drive the roads of Laurel County, when you see a school bus you must assume a
student is near and take extra caution.

